
At the June 2 association meeting, 
representatives from the city’s Public 
Works and Engineering Department 
spoke about the water line upgrade 
project in Hyde Park. This project has 
concerned many residents, since much of 
the work has disrupted streets, sidewalks 
and curbs and at times, interrupted water 
service and lowered water pressure.

Senior Assistant Director Joe 
Myers was accompanied by Project 
Manager Stephen Wright and 
Managing Engineer JoAnne Kamman, 
along with the contractor overseeing 
the work. They explained the nature 
and need for the project, along with 
other details.
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Someone once told me that Houston has 
two seasons – hot and not hot. Welcome 

to hotness! It’s here for  
a long while.

Most of us have 
noticed the orange 
netting and flags around 
the neighborhood, and 
the street workers 
digging up our curbs, 

sidewalks and streets. This is all due  
to a city project to upgrade our water 
system, now strained by overgrowth  
and development. 

At our June association meeting,  
city officials elaborated on this topic. 
Thanks to all who attended – it was one 
of our highest attended meetings ever. 
See the article below for more 
information. The good news is that  
this work will end at the end of August. 
The bad news is that many of us are 
suffering from water issues and 
deplorable street/curb/sidewalk issues 
as a result of the city work.

While the Public Works Department 
has committed to repairing impacted 
streets, sidewalks and curbs to their 
original condition, I suspect, as many of 
you do, that this may not happen. The city 
has made it clear that their funding is for 
water line work, NOT for street repair.  

As if it was not already bad enough.
I encourage you all to reach out to the 

city with your complaints. This is why we pay 
taxes and it is not acceptable. Through a 
united front, we can make a difference. 

In lieu of our July monthly association 
meeting, we are hosting a Hyde Park 
Volunteer Reception for those who 
volunteer their time. Block captains, 
board and committee members, citizens 
on patrol, and other volunteers will be 
honored on Tuesday, July 22 upstairs  
at Rudz starting at 7 p.m. Please join.

If you haven’t already, sign up for our 
Facebook group at www.facebook.com/
groups/HydeParkUnited/. It’s a great  
way to stay connected to what’s 
happening in the community.

And please consider the $30/year  
annual membership available to any 
homeowners, residents or renters –  
see the form inside this newsletter. 
Membership pays for the printing of  
this newsletter, yet only 10% of the 
neighborhood are members. You’re 
probably getting this newsletter 
because another member paid for it. 
How about joining in? Please consider 
becoming an invested part of our 
community. See the membership  
form on page 6.

Macy Bodenhamer, President

Hyde Park Civic Association

Letter from the President  — July 2014

July 2014  hydeparkhouston.org

Continued Page 6

Dear Hyde Parkers,

NON-eMeRGeNCy  
CONTACT iNFO
HPD Non-emergency Line
(713) 884-3131

24/7 Montrose Management
District Security Patrol
(832) 370-9191

uPCOMiNG eVeNTS
No July Association Meeting

HPCA Volunteer Reception -
Tuesday, July 22, 7 p.m. at Rudz
See Page 3

Next Association Meeting -
Monday, August 4, 6:30 p.m. at Rudz

Public Works Speaks on Water Line Project 
By Macy  Bodenhamer
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BLOCK CAPTAiNS
Bomar  

Greg Jeu & Jim Hurst 281-541-6756

California / Westheimer  
Cecilia Kammer 832-788-1586 

Commonwealth  
Liz Hudson & Carol Brownstein 713-527-9852 

Mark McCreary

Fairview 
Irene Dahlgren 713-299-5190 

Hyde Park / Hyde Park Apts.  
Linda Carter 713-524-2952 
Alex Aranda 713-533-9474 

Hyde Park Crescent  
Susan Ellis 713-528-8289 

Carlos Fernandez 713-520-7017

Hyde Park Townhomes  
Daniel Posada 713-454-7834

indiana / yupon  
Alice McCarthy 713-521-5807

Jackson  
Brandon Bartee 832-866-1426

Maryland 
Cathy Hanchett 713.542.4921

Michigan 
Tom Whitworth 713-523-8035

Missouri  
Tammie Wallace 713-301-2266

Montrose 
Volunteer Sought

Peden 
Lori Corwin 832-582-6520

Vermont 
Sharon Lord 713-522-9427

Waugh 
Will Martin 405-361-2523

Welch 
Scott and Lina Rigrod 713-528-2791 

Cliff Jones 713-524-3055

West Drew  
Mike McKann 713-526-6777

West Gray / Hazel  
Sherry Waddell 713-252-3968 

Willard 
Delia Isabel Cuellar 832 819-0813

yoakum/Van Buren 
Macy Bodenhamer 713-201-5810

Block captains: Notify  
vicepresident@hydeparkhouston.org of 

any changes in contact information.

Seeking Block Captain for
Montrose Blvd.

Contact: vicepresident@hydeparkhouston.org 
with interest

June Meeting Minutes By Daniel Stidham

Start time: 6:44pm 

President Macy Bodenhamer opened 
the meeting, introducing guest 
speakers from the City’s Public Works 
Department, who presented details on 
the current water line work underway 
in Hyde Park. See the article on  
pages 1 and 6 for a recap.

Business Topics of Discussion

Rex Richardson - Treasurer - $17,000 
account balance 

Susan ellis – Director and  
Membership Chair

• New membership update– three new 
members. 

• California Pizza Kitchen fundraiser 
raised $515 dollars over three days. 
65 tables mentioned a Hyde Park 
presence. Will do again in the fall. 

• Questions: New membership 
strategies? Recommendation: People 
talk to their neighbors on the left 
and right to encourage support and 
involvement.

Rodney Morris – Lamar Park Dolphin 
Restoration Project 

• Working with Houston Parks Board 
and Houston Parks and Recreation 
to clean up the trees in the park– 
this funding came from a $3,000 
grant from foundation. Houston 
Parks and Rec. by June 15th – 
remove 11 Japanese mulberry  
bushes which are damaging the 
large trees in the park. Permit has 
been acquired after detailed review.  
Rain slowed it down the project  
but will be complete. 

• Dolphin Fountain - $12,000 - $100-
$150,000 to refurbish. Tax 
deductible donations can be made to 
Houston Parks. Recognition deadline 
has been extended through the end 
of the year 2014. Watch our 
Facebook page for project updates.

Cynthia Greenwood – Citizens  
Patrol Coordinator 

• Everyone is still active and people 
are coming up for re-certification. 
Everyone keeps doing a good job 
but we do miss Camille Bogel. Has 
35 people on the team but not 
everyone is very active. Re-
certification every two years. 

• New trainings are dependent  
on demand. 

• Montrose Management District  
pays for a Security Patrol that will 
respond to any issue just like HPD 
that is on call 24/7 – 832-370-9191 
– they can sometimes respond  
faster than HPD. 

Diana Mobley/Divya Chandrasekhar/
Finis Cowan – Deed Restrictions 
Committee

• City Attorney enforced the deed 
restrictions at 2615 Waugh.

• Subdivision of lots – Commonwealth 
@ Missouri – waiting on 
documentation from Title Company 
as Urban Living is trying to 
subdivide into eight lots. 

• Request to divide lots on Maryland, 
Commonwealth, and Michigan into 
22 townhomes, upcoming 
construction project. 

• What can we do to influence the city 
not to allow this development to 
impact the historic brick Maryland 
Street? Also risk of emergency 
vehicles not having access on 
Maryland if there is a development 
entrance/exit on the street.

Butler Brothers Meeting – Fairview 
Flats at Commonwealth and Fairview

• Foundation and underground parking 
garage – only have 1-2 guest spaces. 
And flooding back-up plan. 

• Traffic – two year project – will 
request permits to close Fairview for 
periods of construction. Claims that 
traffic is not expected to be too 
negatively impacted. 

• Submitted several formal requests 
for more details on development 
impact to neighborhood and 
construction plans.

• Trees – current plan to excavate 
could kill trees on surrounding 
property, requested contractors to 
take measures to save the trees. 

There will be no July association 
meeting, in lieu of a reception to  
honor Hyde Park volunteers. The  
next official meeting will be held  
on Monday, August 4 at 6:30 p.m.  
upstairs at Rudyard’s. 
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GeNeRAL MeeTiNGS
Rudyard’s (upstairs) at 6:30 p.m. August 4, September 8, 
October (National Night Out); November 3

NATiONAL NiGHT OuT 
October 7 in Lamar Park

TRASH/ReCyCLiNG
TRASH PiCK-uP: MONDAyS
SiNGLe STReAM (large wheeled bin)
Jul 7, 21; Aug 4, 18; Sep 2 (holiday), 15, 29, Oct 13, 27
TRee WASTe: Jul 2; Sep 3; Nov 5
HeAVy/JuNK: Aug 6; Oct 1; Dec 3

NeWSLeTTeR: newsletter@hydeparkhouston.org

ADVeRTiSiNG: advertising@hydeparkhouston.org

HyDe PARK CiTiZeNS’ PATROL 
May 2014
Volunteer Patrol Hours for May: 48.5 hrs./car; 156.50 hrs/foot

Number of incidents reported to police: 1 A patroller called 
police about a intoxicated citizen in Lamar Park. Suspect was 
either arrested or picked up by police.
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Finis Cowan, CPA, Tax LL.M 
 

Board  Certified – Civil Trial  Law 
Texas  Board  of  Legal  Specialization 

 
 

1601 Westheimer                      Ph. 832.341.4599 
Houston, Texas 77006     http://www.finiscowan.com/       

According to a Houston Police 
Department (HPD) report, crime 
is down – mostly occurring at 
restaurants and clubs.

This month an HPD lieutenant 
spoke about the “Stop Houston Gangs” 
website (www.stophoustongangs.org), 
which has information pertaining to 
local gang activity. There are 
approximately 300 active gangs in the 
Houston area; all are boldly recruiting 
youths in local schools. The website has 
information on how to identify gang 
involvement before it begins.

Gangs are tiered on the DPS 
website, in case one is curious as to 
which is the most dangerous or has 
the highest membership. The HPD is 
focused on the most criminally 
successful and/or prevalent gangs, 
which operate in the metropolitan area.

Offi cer Jerry Flores, head of HPD’s 
gang division, described the “ten most 
wanted gangs” initiative. This is the 
most effective part of the previously 
mentioned “stop crime” website. It has 
an anonymous tip button to report 
suspicious or criminal activity. Flores 
encourages everyone to spread the 
word about the website and reminds 
citizens that it is completely 
anonymous – any information will help.

Next, a spokesman from HPD’s 
Criminal Intelligence Division detailed 
the department’s functions - everything 
from natural disaster preparedness 
(hurricane evacuations), maintaining 
critical infrastructure, to counterterror-
ism. As part of the counterterrorism 
effort they investigate suspicious 
activity, including internet posts by 
conspiracy theorists. 

The spokesman described some 
of terroristic activity he sees on a daily 
basis. He referenced an adult learning 
center in Montrose near the Southwest 
Freeway. The learning center was a 
shell corporation involved in money-
laundering for Iranian interests. In 
another instance, on Houston’s north 
side, they detained a young soldier 
who had secretly converted to Islam 
and had a storage locker with pray rugs 
and detailed information of Houston 
airport fl ight patterns.

The Criminal Intelligence Division 
operates under a grant from the 
Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS). You are encouraged to visit the 
DHS website (www.dhs.gov) to learn 
more about their mission. Remember, 
“an ounce of preparation is worth a 
pound of cure.”

PiP Meeting Notes

Crime is down – Restaurants and Clubs Still Targeted
By Peter Bujosa

Hyde Park Volunteer ice Cream Social and indoor Picnic July 22. Rudyard’s 7 p.m.
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 Affordable health care, 
regardless of the ability to pay

 Pediatrics & Adult Primary Care
OB/GYN & Maternity

Behavioral Health Services
Dental Care & Vision Services
Vaccination & Immunization
STD Screening & Treatment 

Montrose Campus
1415 California St. 
Houston, TX 77006

LegacyCommunityHealth.org
Schedule an appointment now! 

832-548-5100 WELCOME HOME
w w w . M A R T H A T U R N E R . c o m

For any of your real estate needs, call me!

MIKE
SPEAR
REALTOR ASSOCIATE
Circle of Excellence

713.204.7653
mspear@marthaturner.com
www.MikeSpear.com

Your Realtor
& Neighbor
for 23 Years.
A perennial name among the Houston 

Business Journal’s annual list of Top 25 

Agents, Mike Spear is a recognized leader 

in residential real estate sales. Mike’s 

enthusiasm, dedication and consummate 

market knowledge make him the Realtor 

of choice for his many clients who do not 

hesitate to recommend his services to 

family and friends.

Advertise in the Hyde Park monthly newsletter. Contact Carlos Fernandez at advertising@hydeparkhouston.org.
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Hyde Park Civic Association 
Annual Membership

(Due each January, no proration)

Each $30 membership is per person, not per household.

Date Paid: ____/____/____ Amount: $ Check No.:

Name(s):

Address:

Telephone:

e-mail:

Mail form and check to: Hyde Park Civic Association, PO Box 66422, Houston, TX 
77266-6422. You can also join or renew online at hydeparkhouston.org using PayPal.

individual - $30 Couple - $60 New or Renewal 
(circle one)

Public Works (continued)

As part of the city’s Capital 
Improvement Plan, the Department’s 
role is to build the infrastructure of 
Houston in the following areas: Water/
Sanitary, Roadway and Traffi c, and 
Storm Surge System.

The current project, to be complete 
on August 23, involves replacing old 
water lines with new ones that can 
handle the current capacity and future 
growth. Major pipe lines are now in the 
ground. The next phase of the project 
is connecting all of those lines together 
so the hook ups are complete.

All lines are being moved to the right 
of way and meters in back yards will be 
moved to the front to bring the system 
up to standards. Yellow fl yers with 
important 24/7 contact numbers were 
left at houses with back yard meters. 
These residents should hold on to the 
fl yers and call numbers listed if water 
service is interrupted. Orange markings 
on the streets indicate underground 
phone/electrical lines. 

The entire project duration is 390 
days, which is long for a water project. 
Seven to eight months is a typical water 
project timeframe. The project (as of 
June 2) is 73% complete, running a little 

behind schedule but expected to move 
quickly. The western boundary of the 
project is Waugh, so streets farther 
west have not been scheduled yet.

As soon as the services are 
reconnected, restoration crews will fi x 
any and all damage to the streets and 
sidewalks. Current patches are temporary 
until all the work is complete. If a street 
was asphalt they will fi x it with asphalt. It 
was emphasized that this project is not 
a street improvement project, rather a 
water project, so they will fi x all places 
with what materials were used on the 
street and sidewalk. The project funding 
does not cover any street, curb or 
sidewalk improvements.

The speakers encouraged residents 
to wait for the August 23rd project 
completion before reporting any 
problems related to street and 
sidewalk repair. The contractor has 
a one year warranty period to repair 
any unfixed damages. 

Email pwecip@houstontx.gov for 
any questions and or issues related 
with the water project and any other 
infrastructure issue or question. Current 
concerns can be reported to 311, the 
city’s helpline.

NATiONAL NiGHT OuT OCTOBeR 7 iN LAMAR PARK
Watch Newsletter for Details.
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We are proud to be  

a part of Hyde Park!

Underbelly: 713.528.9800  •  www.underbellyhouston.com

Hay Merchant: 713.528.9005  •  www.haymerchant.com

Blacksmith: 832.360.7470

blacksmith
BREAKFAST     LUNCH     COFFEE     TEA
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