
Submitted by Mary Ellen Whitworth

Our speakers for November 11th are 
Mike Blocksom and Eugene Hall 
of Covenant House Texas (CHT).  
Covenant House Texas is a faith-
based organization committed to 
giving homeless youth a safe haven, 
absolute respect, unconditional love, 
and a path to lasting independence. 
In partnership with the community, 
they are the voice for homeless 
youth.

Michael Blockson (Mr. Mike) 
is the Outreach Supervisor for 
Covenant House Tx. He has been 
with the Agency since August 1998. 
He has a degree in Criminal Justice 
with a minor in Public Affairs. 
Mike really enjoys working with 
the homeless, a real calling to help 
the less fortunate improve their life 
station.

 Eugene Hall, Jr., is a native 

Houstonian and graduate of 
Springfield College, where he earned 
a degree in Human Services. He is 
also licensed by the State of Texas as 
a Chemical Dependency Counselor.   
Eugene is the Director of Safe Haven 
for Covenant House Texas. It is 
his personal belief that every life is 
worth saving, especially those for 
whom he’s responsible. 

Covenant House speakers 
to address meeting Nov. 11
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Mike Blocksom   Eugene Hall

Whitworth: 50 years in Hyde 
Park and a lifetime of service
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Hyde Park News
NOVEMBER 2025

HPD Non-Emergency 24-Hr Hotline: 
713-884-3131

Harris County Dispatch:
713-755-7628

City of Houston Service Line:
3-1-1

HSPCA Cruelty Hotline:
713-869-7722

Illegal Dumping Hotline:
832-927-1567

Human Trafficking Hotline:
888-373-7888

Illegal Removal/Pruning of a Tree:
832-395-7100

> General Meeting/Election
Tuesday,  November 11th
7 pm @  Brookstreet BBQ
1009 Missouri St

> Neartown Association
Thursday, November 13th
The Women’s Home
607 Westheimer

> TIRZ Meeting
Monday, November 17th
6:30 pm, at Havens
Center,1831 W. Alabama St.

> Happy Hour
Thursday, November 20th
5:30 pm, at Phoenix,
1915 Westheimer 77098

> Holiday Party
Monday, Dec. 1, at 7 pm
Rivas Restaurant, 1117 Missouri
Purchase your $40
meal tickets in advance at
https://hydeparkhouston.org/

Upcoming Events

Important Phone Numbers

Submitted by Mary Ellen Whitworth
Tom and I have lived in Hyde 

Park for 50 years.  We bought 
our house, loved the location and 
our beautiful tree, and never left.  
Over the years I have been active 
in the Civic Association, writing 
50 articles for the newsletter, 
planning neighborhood cleanups, 
helping with deed restrictions and 

fundraising.
I graduated from LSU with a 

BS and MS in Food Science and 
Technology.  Moved to Houston and 
worked in the medical center doing 
research in rheumatology, I decided 
to leave research and get a MS in 
Environmental Engineering from U 
of H.  I worked for an industry,

https://hydeparkhouston.org/
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Board Elections to be held Nov. 11

Whitworth loves the theater, her neighborhood, and cats

Hyde Park Civic Associaton
Volunteer Coordinator Mary Ellen Whitworth

Update on 
Crime Report
Submitted by Ross Lee

Because of a change in the 
data source and timing of data 
availability - the monthly crime 
report	 will resume with next 
month’s newsletter. The report 
will continue with the same data 
and format sourced directly from 
the Houston Police Department 
and publicly available from their 
website.

Submitted by Dmitry Bazykin on 
behalf of the Nominating Committee

HPCA Board directors are 
elected for two-year terms.  This year, 
four Board positions are open for 
election: President, Secretary, Deed 
Restrictions Seat #2, and At-Large.  
Three of the current incumbents are 
running: Sarah Frazier for President, 
Liam McElhiney for Secretary, and 
Macy Bodenheimer for At-Large 

position.  Unfortunately, Barry 
Baumgarten will not be able to run 
for his current Deed Restrictions 
Seat #2.

The nominating committee 
continues to seek additional 
candidates, particularly for the now-
open Deed Restrictions position.  If 
you know anyone who is interested 
in serving on the Board, or would 
like to do so yourself, please email 
vicepresident@hydeparkhouston.org 

ASAP.  Any paid member in good 
standing with the Association who is 
at least 18 years of age is eligible to 
serve on the Board.  Current paying 
members are invited to vote during 
the next general meeting on Tuesday, 
Nov. 11th, at 7pm, at Brookstreet 
BBQ (1009 Missouri).  Members 
will also be able to nominate any 
last-minute candidates from the floor 
and write their names in.  Hope to 
see everyone on the 11th!

Cleanup 
crew Nov 1
On Saturday, November 1, five 
Hyde Park Volunteers cleaned 
Waugh and Commonwealth.  
Karen Baribeault, Ross Lee, 
Rocky Kneten and Tom 
and Mary Ellen Whitworth 
removed 7- 30 gallon bags of 
trash.  THANK YOU SLICK 
WILLIE’S for letting us dispose 
of all the bags in your trash bin.
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the City of Houston and several 
nonprofits.

I have always loved the theater, 
so I took a playwriting course from 
Sam Havens in the 1980s and I am 
still writing plays.  I was accepted 
into Edward Albee’s playwriting 
course at of U of H on two different 
semesters.  I was in Landford 
Wilson’s play production class for 
one semester.  My latest play. The 
Not Silent Witness, had a reading 
at the Driscoll St. Theater in June.  

Beware of what you do and say, I 
have been known to put my friends 
and relatives in my plays.

Tom and I have shared our 
house with many cats and dogs 
over the years I have fostered cats 
in the last several years with Best 
Friends Animal Society.  Our most 
recent foster, Butterscotch, has been 
adopted because we could never 
catch her to put her in a cage.

Tom and I love our neighbors 
and our neighborhood.  Always a 
mix of very interesting people and 
animals.

Continued from previous page 



LIGHTING UP THE NIGHT

HPCA’S 2025 National Night Out shined bright!
Submitted by Karen Baribeault

What a night to remember! Hyde 
Park Civic Association’s 2025 
National Night Out (NNO) brought 
together HPCA members, neighbors, 
friends and local businesses for our 
annual celebration of community 
spirit.

We were thrilled to have strong 
support and attendance from 
neighborhood businesses. Local 
favorites like Nando’s, The Phoenix, 
BB’s Tex-Orleans, Dogtopia, and 
Karbach Brewing Co. helped us serve 
delicious bites, greeted residents, and 
shared what makes their businesses 
special.

Community partners including 
Grace Place, Legacy Community 
Health and Houston Public Library 
offered freebies, coupons, and helpful 
information. Their participation 
showcased the strength of our 

neighborhood.
A huge thank-you to Kindred for 

being our NNO host! Planning 
committee members heard positive 
feedback about food setup, seating, 
AC and sound system - not to 
mention the enclosed area for 
the bounce house (a kid 
magnet!). We are lucky to 
have such a welcoming place 
in Hyde Park.

The Weather Gods shined 
on us and Big Thanks to 
the Planning Committee 
members for reaching 
out to local businesses for 
donations of food, beer, 
wine, ice, raffle prizes and 
giveaways. And thanks to 
every volunteer who wore 
a green t-shirt at NNO 
and made the evening run 
smoothly.

National Night Out is 

HPCA’s annual membership drive 
event. We tried to make joining and 
renewing easy and fast. AND, as 
always NNO 2025 was a completely 
free event to all participants. 

Now we can look forward to NNO 
2026 – Tuesday, October 6 2026!
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TIRZ Oct. 20: Mandell, W. Alabama improvement designs OK’d
Submitted by Sarah Frazier

After approval of minutes, public 
comments included the need for 
more tree protection and watering 
on Montrose Blvd, recent removal 
and protests at the rainbow crosswalk 
by Katz’s, affordable housing and 
using a revolving fund to preserve 
housing (that was me), Safe Routes 
for Schools disfavored modifications, 
thanks for renovation of Multi-
Service Center pool, pedestrian access 
on Montrose Blvd.

Responses to public comments 
given by Matt Brollier:

•	Montrose Collective – It’s been 
pointed out and corrected 
that there have been no signs 

marking the public parking 
built with the Collective – 
[purposeful?]   

•	Agreed with preserving current 
affordable housing.  Asked for 
more info on revolving funds.  

Gauge engineering report:
•	Montrose Blvd: Will work on 

watering trees. Dead trees by 
Safe Routes will be replaced 
– it’s in writing and they will 
stay on contractor to do it.  4th 
Ward does have budgeted for 
2026 the sidewalks needing 
rebuilding on Taft. 

•	The Cherryhurst project 
will go out to bid next week 
– good progress.  They will 
communicate with Ben S., the 
civic club president, about it.

Vote to approve the current 
Mandell Street improvements 
design passed with no board 
members offering comments.

Goodman quick grant work 
update.  Helen Zunka reported on 
public engagement.

Affordable Housing Committee 
report on p. 79 of brief book - Robert 
Gutthart not present to give it.   

Vote to approve West Alabama 
design passes after brief break.  

SMF comment: Skanska has 
been meeting with TIRZ to try to get 
taxpayer dollars for its development 
at Westheimer and Montrose 
Blvd. It’s not clear what it offers in 
exchange for public subsidies. Not 
affordable housing: efficiencies will 
rent out for $1700/month!
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2025 
National 
Night Out
photos 
by Sara 
Fernandez
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2025 National Night Out
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Monday,
December 1

at 7 pm
Rivas Italian

Restaurant
1117 Missouri

Bu�et including Desserts
$40 per person, Cash Bar

Purchase your meal tickets 
online with Paypal or Venmo

at www.hydeparkhouston.org
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Your Houston Methodist primary care 
physician takes the time to get to know 
you and your unique goals. That’s how 
we personalize your health care at one 
of more than 40 clinics throughout the 
Greater Houston area. And with same-day 
appointments, you can get the care you 
need, when you need it. 

That’s the difference between practicing 
medicine and leading it. For you.

THEY PERSONALIZE 
MY PRIMARY CARE

houstonmethodist.org/pcg
713.441.7265

Same-day appointments available
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Submitted by Karen Baribeault

HPCA has 191 fully paid members 
right now. That means potentially 191 
ballots can be cast for our 2026 board 
members in November. That would 
be wonderful and really show the 
current board members and candidates 
how important this neighborhood 
civic association is to you.  Check 
out Dmitry’s election article in this 
newsletter on page 2!

Thanks to the 66 members who 
joined or renewed at National Night 
Out. That was exciting and Andrea and 
I loved having so many people want to 
be part of HPCA.

Welcome Everyone!
Boris and Melissa Abrantes, 

Steve Assalita and Payton Finch, 
Karen Baribeault and Ross Lee, 
Barry Baumgarten, Dmitry Bazykin, 
Emmanuelle Bonix, Alan Bunker 

and Alok Shirolikar, David Centanni, 
Christopher and Mary Chance, An 
and Kevin Choi, Brett Coombs and 
Rohini Coorg, Beth Cunningham, 
Tony Day, Petya Dimitrodva Demirevy 
and Luis Miguel Parreira, Toni Denny, 
Diana and Christopher Dinverno, 
Kinnon Falk, Fanni Farago, Laura Funk 
and Samuel Tekie, Clara Goodwin, 
Elizabeth Hadaway, Dustin Jesudason 
and Esther Maldonado, Cliff and Emily 
Jones, Jacob Kalmakoff and Andrea 
Oyuela, Rocky Kneten, Petros Kwan, 
Kelly Laskosky, Dae and Nic Lee, 
Claire Lehuger-Roussie and Gabriel 
Roussie, Amanda Lyons, Kristen	 M 
and Ryan Owen, Sarah Malik, Alice 
McCarthy, Tara and Liam McElhiney, 
Mike McRoberts, Arturo Morelos and 
Mauricio Villasenor, John Nonemaker 
+1, Kelly Petry, Ellen Quinn, Jeffrey 
Shell, Christina and Mark Sickafoose, 
Cindy and Kevin Todd, Larry and Susan 
Toups and Vickie.

End of 2025 Membership incentive
If you want to help me achieve my 

goal of having 200 members by the end 
of 2025 – here’s your chance! Renew or 
join before 12/31/2025 and you will 
be entered to win a $25 gift card from 
The Burger Joint and your renewal date 
will be January 2027. Is this the sign 
you need to join this great organization 
or renew your membership? I hope 
so! There are four ways to pay the $30 
annual dues: 

1.	 Venmo @HydeParkCA
2.	 PayPal – 

	 go to HydeParkHouston.org
3.	 Credit cards –
	 go to HydeParkHouston.org
4.	 Paper check

Hyde Park Civic Association
PO Box 66422
Houston, TX 77266-6422

Love Hyde Park!
Karen Baribeault, Membership
Karen.baribeault@comcast.net 

SIXTY-SIX JOINED OR RENEWED AT NNO
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We have 191 members; let’s hit 200 by Dec. 31st!

Name 1:

Name 2:

Address:

Email:

Telephone:

(Check one) New Renewal

(Check one) Individual ($30) Couple ($60)

I/We would like to make an additional 

donation for _____________________

 

TOTAL

Check No:

Date Paid:

Memberships sustain the civic association. 
With your support of just $30/year, we:

• print this newsletter

• help maintain Lamar Park

• manage deed restrictions

• subsidize activities

Help us maintain National Night Out, 
the Christmas Party, Christmas Caroling, 
Happy Hours, and exciting new events 
planned for 2025. We need your support 
and welcome your involvement!

 
Mail form and check to: 
Hyde Park Civic Association
PO Box 66422
Houston, TX 77266-6422

Or just pay online at www.hydeparkhouston.org

Your local civic association needs YOU!
Hyde Park Civic Association Annual Membership
Yes, I would like to support my local neighborhood association

Scan QR code to join!

http://HydeParkHouston.org
http://HydeParkHouston.org
mailto:Karen.baribeault@comcast.net 
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2025 NATIONAL NIGHT OUT SPONSORS 
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GIFT CERTIFICATE | SHOP FOR ACTIVE, EVERYDAY LIVING

$500
SHOP

FURNITURE,
ART, RUGS,

LIGHTS &
MORE!

2311 Dunlavy St, Houston, TX 77006
1102 W 19th St, Houston, TX 77008

www.nativecitizen.com

REDEEM TODAY

*no exclusions apply
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2025 NATIONAL NIGHT OUT SPONSORS 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
See you again in 2026 on October 6th
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Scan the QR code 
to sign up for your  

Hyde Park
Civic Association  
membership via 

PayPal! 

Bomar
Greg Jeu & Jim Hurst

281-541-6756

California / Missouri
Patty Hunt 713-447-1115

Commonwealth
Kathy Overly 713-419-8228

Fairview
Karen Baribeault 708-870-6870

 
Hyde Park / Upas

Melba Bowen 713-526-9212

Hyde Park Crescent
Carlos Fernandez 832.541.9246

Hyde Park Townhomes
Clint Harbert 832-428-0158

West Gray & Indiana / Yupon
Dmitry Bazykin 281-771-4799

Jackson
Peter Mcgillivary 504-231-8565

Maryland
Francisco Gutierrez  832-597-3299

Michigan
Tom Whitworth 713-523-8035

Montrose
OPEN

Peden / Hazel / North Van Buren
Lori Corwin 469-323-0626

Vermont
Jimmy Wead 713-392-6985

Waugh
Ross Lee 708-203-2333

Welch
Scott and Lina Rigrod

713-528-2791
Cliff Jones 713-471-6936

West Drew
Andrea Oyuela 281-406-0566

Westheimer
OPEN

Willard
Aleks Gallagher 281-781-3298

Yoakum/South Van Buren
Macy Bodenhamer 713-201-5810

President – Sarah Frazier
president@hydeparkhouston.org

Vice President – Dmitry Bazykin
vicepresident@hydeparkhouston.org

Past President – Chris Delphin
pastpresident@hydeparkhouston.org

Treasurer – Vincent Vega
treasurer@hydeparkhouston.org

Secretary – Liam McElhiney
secretary@hydeparkhouston.org

Board - General
board@hydeparkhouston.org

Deed Restrictions
deedrestrictions@hydeparkhouston.org

Rocky Kneten
#2 – Barry Baumgarten
#3 – Colin McCulley

Hyde Park Civic Association • PO Box 66422, Houston, TX 77266-6422 • info@hydeparkhouston.org 
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Hyde Park Civic
Association Boundaries

At Large – Macy Bodenhamer

Lamar Park Committee Chair –
Stephen Todd Cook
lamarpark@hydeparkhouston.org

Volunteer Coordinator –
Mary Ellen Whitworth
volunteer@hydeparkhouston.org

Membership Chair –
Karen Baribeault 
membership@hydeparkhouston.org

Newsletter Advertising  – 
Carlos Fernandez
advertising@hydeparkhouston.org

George Sroka –  Newsletter Editor
newsletter@hydeparkhouston.org

Jim Patera –  Newsletter Coordinator

Board and Committee Members

Block Captains

Block captains: Notify  president@hydeparkhouston.org
of changes in contact information.
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